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LAKERS ESCAPE 
AGAINST CENTRAL 
MISSOURI IN NCAA 
QUARTERFINALS
SEE A7
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NEWS
GV class examines 
counter-terrorism
Jonathan White's Criminal Justice 
405 class at GVSU looks at and 
studies acts of terrorism occurring 
both locally and globally
SEE A3
A&E
Stoics Week discusses 
school of philosophy
Hosted by the Classics department, 
Stoics Week consisted of a series 
of lectures and a panel discussion 
teaching students about stoicism
SEE A6
SPORTS
Judon rewrites record 
books in senior year
On Saturday, Grand Valley State 
defensive end Matt Judon set both 
the GVSU career sack record and the 
Division II single-season sack record
SEE A7
ONLINE
Women’s basketball 
downs III - Northwest
Baker, Dawson lead sharpshooting 
Grand Valley State to easy victory 
over Red Hawks at home-opener at 
Fieldhouse Arena in Allendale
SEE LANTHORN.COM
GROUNDING THE EAGLES
VISION: Marty Carter (34) finds holes prior to a sprint toward the end zone in Grand Valley State’s 45-28 win over Ashland in the first round of the NCAA Division 
II playoffs on Nov. 22 in Ashland, Ohio. Carter rushed for nearly 100 yards and collected two touchdowns in a stellar rushing day for GV. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
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Spencer, Judon highlight dominant Laker win in Ohio .
A MM
BY ADAM KNORR
SPOR TS@LANTHORN.COM
n Saturday afternoon, the Grand 
Valley State football team walked 
into Jack Miller Stadium in Ash­
land, Ohio, and guaranteed itself 
one more game in 2015.
Despite a sloppy offensive start, the No. 12 Lak­
ers routed the No. 3 Ashland Eagles 45-28, hand­
ing Ashland its first loss of the season in the open­
ing round of the NCAA Division II playoffs.
“Really proud of our team. We all knew the first 
time we came down here we did not play up to our 
potential,” said GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell.
“We corrected a lot of the errors we made the last 
time we were down here and we battled. We had 
some guys beat up. We lost a couple guys here and 
there; we had guys keep fighting and plugging and 
found a way to get it done.”
GVSU quarterback Bart Williams threw 
interceptions on two of his first five passes. 
Ashland had opportunities to capitalize on the 
early turnovers, but Eagle quarterback Travis 
Tarnowski one-upped Williams, tossing three 
interceptions on his first 10 passes.
Thanks to the duality of the turnovers, the 
first four interceptions came to just one Ashland 
touchdown on the scoreboard to put the Eagles up 
7-0. Tarnowski’s third pick, however, landed in the
hands of GVSUs Devin McKissic, who raced 32 
yards down to the Ashland 4-yard line. One play 
later, senior Kirk Spencer rushed into the end zone 
and GVSU pulled even with Ashland at 7-7.
From Spencers touchdown onward, it was 
a whole lot of Lakers. Williams ceased taking 
deep shots down the sidelines, as a number 
of his early attempts either flew incomplete or 
landed in the hands of Ashland defensive backs. 
GVSU turned to its running game, and the Lak­
er tailbacks complied.
The flash-and-dash combo of Spencer and 
Marty Carter sparked the Laker offense. Spencer
SEE FOOTBALL | A2
LAST LECTURE
fWe are part of something bigger’
Bart Merkle’s Last Lecture encourages lifelong learning
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
A KORIENEK@L A N THORN. COM
f given the chance to speak to a 
campus crowd about anything for 
the last time, most people would 
find this to be a daunting, yet 
honorable experience. For Grand 
Valley State University’s Bart Merkle, this exact 
honor was given during his last year serving as 
the dean of students.
Merkle spoke to students and community 
members in the Mary Idema Pew Library' Mul­
tipurpose Room on Nov. 19. After working as 
dean for more than 30 years, he will step down 
at the end of this academic year to become a fac­
ulty member within the College Student Affairs 
Leadership program.
As the speaker for this year’s Last lecture, 
Merkle chose to focus on the idea of achieving 
destiny and remaining true to one’s individual 
identity. The GVSU student senate hosts this 
annual series with the general theme: If this was 
your last lecture, what would you say?
“I’m very honored,” Merkle said. “It is rath­
er intimidating to be asked to give a last lec­
ture. I mean, we are all dying, but being asked 
to give a last lecture really forces you to think 
about your own mortality.”
Maria Beelen, vice president for educational 
affairs on student senate, said this lecture gives 
students the opportunity to see faculty in a new
light, and for that faculty member to speak on 
more than just their area of study.
“This is Merkle’s last year as a dean,” 
Beelen said. “I would imagine that wrapping 
up that experience wouldn’t be easy. I talked 
with him and he reflected on how he has the 
opportunity to speak to students when they 
enter GVSU at every freshman orientation. 
Now, he has the honor to leave an impres­
sion on students who may be leaving.”
Ihe inspiration behind Merkle’s comments 
was driven from a poem by a former GVSU stu­
dent, who died tragically in an automobile ac­
cident, and a quote from American orator and 
politician, William Jennings Bryan.
He also addressed the mission statement 
of the university as a framework for the entire 
speech: “Educating students to shape their lives, 
their professions and their societies.”
“I want to invite you to marry those two no­
tions, achieving your destiny, shining your light 
and just being you,” Merkle said.
Providing students with a set of guiding 
principles in life, Merkle shared that establish­
ing these principles are important and could be 
religious or philosophical. Some of his principles 
were about cherishing family and treating others 
ethically and with kindness.
“Second, we are part of something bigger,” 
Merkle said. “Whether you frame that in a reli­
gious perspective or however you frame it, I in­
vite you to think about that. If you doubt that, go 
to Lake Michigan and watch the sunset.”
When students shape their lives, he said, 
there are basic skills or attributes that are essen­
tial to the journey. The first is learning and being 
willing to take risks. Others include self-reliance, 
determination and resilience.
“Learning is the foundation of almost every­
thing we do,” he said. “In our personal lives and 
in our professional lives knowing how to learn 
and having that skill opens doors for opportu­
nity. Learning is a really important ingredient 
and tool for shaping your life.”
Merkle ended his speech by stating that stu­
dents should get involved in the community, as 
youth are the future of society. He gave last re­
marks on enjoying the journey and maintaining 
a sense of humor along the way.
“Confront your own bias,” Merkle said. 
“We all develop or have biases and it’s impor­
tant to come to terms with our own, under­
stand them and confront them. Then, maybe 
eliminate them.”
CELEBRATION
Kaufman Interfaith 
Institute builds bridges
Annual Thanksgiving Celebration 
to focus on unity through diversity
BY KATHERINE WEST
KWEST@LANTHORN.COM
D
his year’s annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Celebration will 
take place Nov. 23 at 7 p.m. in the 
Trinity Methodist Church, locat­
ed on Lake Drive.
Katie Gordon, program manager at the 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute, expressed the 
need for the celebration.
“As we see tragedies occurring around the 
world - sometimes rooted in a difference of be­
lief or faith - we must do what we can locally to 
build bridges between our communities rather 
than barriers,” Gordon said. “The Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Celebration is an annual event 
that has brought us all together for over 15 years.
“This event is a beautiful sentiment to the 
shared values we all hold despite the differ­
ent backgrounds we come from,” Gordon said. 
“Too often, our differences - especially reli­
gious differences — divide our communities 
and put barriers between us. With the theme of 
unity through diversity, the interfaith commu­
nity will show how to build bridges between our 
traditions rather than barriers of division.”
This year’s theme will feature the idea of uni­
ty through diversity.
The keynote speaker at this year’s celebra­
tion is Joe Jones, the CEO/director of the 
Grand Rapids Urban League. Jones’ speech is 
titled “Be Perfectly Yourself’
Starting an hour before the celebration, 
there will be a labyrinth meditation available 
in the upper level of the church for anyone 
who is interested. There is also a reception 
following the event.
For the spirit of service, the Interfaith In­
stitute is accepting donations at the Thanks­
giving celebration for Congress Elementary 
School, the East Paris Food Pantry and Lu­
theran Social Services.
“Congress Elementary is a local school in 
the East Hills Neighborhood,” Gordon said. 
“The money collected will go to support the 
children, teachers and staff at Congress El­
ementary. This donation will allow teachers 
and staff to purchase items that are used ev­
ery day in the classroom to keep the children 
healthy and engaged in their classrooms.”
SEE INTERFAITH I A2
MAKING IT COUNT: Dean of Students Bart Merkle speaks at student senate's Last Lecture in GVSU's 
Mary Idema Pew Library. This is Merkle’s last year serving as dean of students. GVL I Kevin sielaff
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GHANA SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM
Grand Valley State University students interested in 
studying abroad in the Ghana social work program are 
invited to attend an informational meeting on Nov.'23.
In the program, students who sign up will work along­
side Ghanaian social workers, visit local villages, explore 
Ghana and travel to the Krobo Odumasi and Cape Coast.
^ The informational session is scheduled to take place 
^rom 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in Room 391C of the DeVos 
Renter, located on the Pew Campus.
Z For more information, contact Dianne Green-Smith at 
■5reensmd@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-6550.
£AMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY CLOSED SUNDAY
Z The fifth Campus Climate survey at GVSU closed on Nov. 
22. The survey looks to assess the campus environment and 
•tee where improvements need to be made.
2 Currently, 27 percent of students have responded and 41 
percent of faculty and staff members.
Z Students who responded to the survey will be entered to 
3kin one of four $2,000 tuition grants and faculty mem- 
T>ers will be eligible to win one of three $1,000 research or 
•professional development grants. Additionally, if the faculty 
and staff response rate is at 60 percent of greater, two 
more $2,000 tuition grants will be available for students.
For more information about the survey, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/mygvsu.
COMMUNITY READING PROJECT SEEKING SUGGES­
TIONS
Book suggestions for next year’s community reading 
project at GVSU are due by Dec. 11.
Book proposals must contain wide appeal for the cam­
pus community, moral vision and a connection to university 
mission and values. The CRP promotes diversity, inclusion, 
insight and understanding by creating university-wide dia­
logue about the themes that the chosen book contains.
Book suggestions can be sent via email to integra- 
tive@gvsu.edu.
STUDY FINDS KENT COUNTY HOUSES MORE GENER­
OUS DONORS
A recent study done by the Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy found that people who donate to charities in 
Kent County are more generous than individual donors in 
the rest of the state.
The report showed that all the donors in Kent County 
gave a total of $907,877,678 in 2013, a decrease of about 
$39 million, or 4.1 percent, from 2012. However, the overall 
four-year giving pattern is trending upward.
More details and the full study can be found online at 
www.johnsoncenter.org.
THANKSGIVING BREAK
The Grand Valley State University campus will be closed 
starting Nov. 25 for Thanksgiving break.
Classes will resume on Nov. 30 and the normal bus 
schedule will resume at this time as well. For more infor­
mation about the holiday bus schedule go to www.gvsu. 
edu/bus.
Campus dining locations will be closed on Thanksgiving 
and will have limited hours throughout the week. For a 
comprehensive schedule visit www.gvsu.edu/campusdine.
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Grand Valley State University will be hosting a blood 
drive for the American Red Cross.
The drive will go all day on Nov. 23 and will be located in 
the Grand River Room of Kirkhof Center.
Student organizations looking to host a blood drive are 
responsible for: attending a pre-meeting with American Red 
Cross representative one month prior to the blood drive, 
providing volunteers the day of the drive, promoting the 
drive, getting blood donors to sign up for an appointment 
and communicating with the Red Cross and the CSLC 
For more information cotact Melissa Baker-Boosamra at 
bakerbme@gvsu.edu or visit www.gvsu.edu/service/2015- 
2016-gvsu-blood-drive-dates-60.htm
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earned the bulk of the carries with 11 
in the first half, while Carter rushed 
six times. Carter scored on a 17-yard 
sweep along the right sideline to give 
GVSU its first lead of the game at 14-7 
early in the second quarter. The true 
freshman running back averaged 11.3 
yards per carry in the first half.
“Marty (Carter) started us off with 
a couple big runs and the offensive line 
was setting up some great holes,” Spencer 
said. “Just following behind (Aaron) Cox, 
(Jim) Walsh, Rev (Brandon Revenberg), 
they just led the way.”
With the running game occupying Ash­
land’s attention, Williams flourished. The 
Laker quarterback largely threw more con­
servative passes, hitting receivers on slant 
routes and check-offs to the flat, but still 
found receivers deep on occasion.
“I’ve learned over the season (that) you 
can’t take time to shut down,” Williams 
said. “You just have to keep attacking and 
doing what the coaches are asking you to 
do no matter what the results are.”
The GVSU defense surrendered a first- 
quarter touchdown to Eagle running back 
Vance Settlemire, but otherwise silenced 
the Ashland offense. Along with the three 
early interceptions, GVSU pressured Tar- 
nowski and locked onto Ashland receiv­
ers. Settlemire, who rushed for 147 yards 
against GVSU last game, gained just 60 
yards on the ground on Saturday.
In the second quarter, defensive end 
Matt Judon whipped around the end and 
enveloped Tamowski, slamming him to the 
turf. With the sack, Judon moved into first- 
place on the GVSU all-time career sack list 
with 33.5. Judon broke now-Jacksonville 
Jaguar Dan Skuta’s record.
Judon brought his season total to 20.5
sacks in the game, breaking the NCAA Di­
vision II single-season sack record.
“I just (have) great teammates and it 
was great to come out here and compete,” 
Judon said. “We’re all competitors. We 
knew what we did last game. We know 
that sometimes there’s going to be some 
missed calls or bad plays but we just have 
to keep our heads and chests up.”
A 13-yard pass from Tarnowski to 
Settlemire opened the scoring in the 
game, but Spencer’s short touchdown 
run late in the first quarter tied the 
game at 7-7. Carter’s 14-yard sprint 
sent the Lakers ahead by a score, and 
the lead only expanded from there.
Midway through the second quarter, 
Williams zipped a pass into Nick Dodsons 
gut on a 2-yard slant route touchdown. 
Ashland managed to stick 
around, as Settlemire scored 
on a 4-yard reception a few 
minutes later.
In a textbook two-min- 
ute drive, the Lakers all but 
ended Ashland’s perfect 
season. With 34 seconds 
left in the half, Spencer 
took a 3-yard pass into the 
end zone to send GVSU 
ahead 28-14. From there,
GVSU could coast.
“That was huge to get 
that two-score lead back,”
Mitchell said.
A 23-yard field goal 
from Joel Schipper marked the first scor­
ing of the second half to put the Lakers 
up 31-17. Aided by a targeting call on 
GVSU’s Collin Schlosser on a fourth- 
and-11 scramble by Tarnowski, the 
Eagles got a first down in the red zone. 
A few plays later, Settlemire scored on a 
7-yard rush to bring the score to 31-21.
Settlemire’s third touchdown came at
the end of the third quarter and granted 
Ashland a glimmer of hope. That glim­
mer was darkened, however, when Carter 
scored on a 4-yard rush soon after.
The Lakers were up 38-21 with 12:07 to 
go in the game after the Carter touchdown.
Backup quarterback Ollie Ajami en­
tered the game for the Lakers late in the 
fourth quarter, and sprinted 14 yards into 
the end zone to give the Lakers a 45-21 lead 
with just over three minutes remaining.
Ashland scored the final touchdown 
of the game, as Tarnowski found Max 
Shawver for a 4-yard score with 2:36 to go.
Bart Williams finished 17-33 for 
231 yards, two touchdowns and three 
interceptions.
Spencer led the rushing attack, racking 
up 105 yards and a touchdown on 24 car­
ries. He also had four catches 
for 28 yards and a touch­
down.
Carter totaled 99 yards 
on 14 carries to go with two 
touchdowns.
Matt Williams led the 
Laker receivers with five 
catches for 116 yards. Dod­
son caught five passes for 52 
yards and a touchdown.
GVSU outgained Ash­
land 461 to 357, and was 
a perfect 7 for 7 in the 
red zone.
GVSU avenged its Oct. 31 
loss to Ashland with the win, 
and will get a chance to make up for its only 
other loss this season in the next round 
of the playoffs. T he Lakers will square off 
against No. 2 Ferris State in Big Rapids, 
Michigan on Nov. 28. The two teams met 
on Sept. 19 - a game FSU won 61-24.
The Bulldogs beat Texas A&M - 
Commerce 48-30 on Saturday and re­
main undefeated.
“You just have to 
keep attacking 
and doing what 
the coaches are 
asking you to do 
no matter what 
the results are.”
BART WILLIAMS 
GVSU QUARTERBACK
INTERFAITH
CONTINUED FROM A1
The elementary school 
needs tissue boxes, disinfec­
tant wipes, fat markers, glue 
sticks, white glue, construction 
paper, dry erase marker sets, 
pencils, pens, crayons, folders, 
wide-ruled paper, art supplies, 
snack foods, paper towel and 
whiteboardcleaner. _ ^ _
The East Paris Community 
Food Pantry (EPCFP) was es­
tablished in 2012 by a group of. 
local Muslims looking for a way 
to put the Islamic teachings into 
action. It is located in the lower 
level of Masjid At-Tawheed on 
East Paris Avenue. The pantry 
distributes food to anyone in 
the community that is in need, 
regardless of religion or beliefs.
Distribution day is on the 
last Thursday of the month 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. The food pantry 
is in need of non-perishable 
food and canned food. It is re­
quested that the food does not 
contain pork or gelatin.
“Lutheran Social Services 
of Michigan creates com­
munities of service,” Gordon 
said. “LSSM walks with peo­
ple in need, offering hope and 
compassion while uphold­
ing their dignity, advocating 
for equality and justice and 
seeking creative solutions. 
Locally, LSSM has programs 
for senior living, refugee re­
settlement, home healthcare 
and foster care.”- --
The organization is also in 
need of winter coats and cloth­
ing for immigrants and refu­
gees who are facing their first 
Michigan winter.
“I feel like people aren’t ex­
posed to many people outside 
of their own faiths very often, 
so this is an excellent op­
portunity to get to know and 
appreciate other faiths and 
cultures,” said File Madsen, 
freshman at GVSU.
The annual Thanksgiving 
Celebration is open to the 
public to attend. Childcare 
will be provided to those with 
children wishing to attend. COMMUNITY: Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration 2013 — Imam Dr. 
Sahibzada and Michael Hampton, courtesy | interfaith institute
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CLUES ACROSS
I. Regions
6. Abu__, UAE capital
II. Forever
13. Lower position
14. Masterpiece series
18. Atomic #18
19. Cuckoos
20. Goat with conical horns 
-21. European money
22. Flaw the surface
23. Restaurant bill
24. Indicated horsepower (abhr.)
25. Go in advance
28. Ancient Egyptian King
29. Insert mark 
31. Palm fruits
33. Peels a fruit’s skin
34. Many not ands
35. Cathode-ray oscilloscope
CLUES DOWN
1. (Jnkeyed
2. Recable
3. Sea eagles
4. Small social insect
5. __Paulo, city
6. 2 man fight
7. Honey (abbr.)
8. Anno Domini
9. Malibu and Waikiki
10. To burst in
11. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
12. Liquefied natural gas
15. Douroucoulis
16. Spoiled child
17. Founder of Babism 
21. Ireland
26. Love intensely
27. One who confronts boldly
28. Atomic #52
29. Feels concern or interest
36. Bo “10"
38. Satisfies to excess
40. More dry
41. Of he
42. Lay a tax upon
45. Ed Murrow’s home
46. Newsman Rather
47. Swiss mountain
49. Till
50. Potato, tossed or green
52. Italian automaker
53. Birthplace of Abraham
54. Scheduled visits
57. Yemen capital (alt. sp.)
59. Assisted
60. Persian kings
61. Accumulate
30. Got up from
32. Sound of disappointment
33. Out of 100 (abbr.)
36. Actress Kerr
37. Irish Gaelic
38. 10 Commandments mountain
39. Morning
40. Straight downhill ski run
41. Angel’s crown
43. Canonized individuals
44. Old school tablets 
46. Dip lightly into water
48. Traumatic anxiety disorder
50. Mineral spring resorts
51. Desoxyribonucleic acid
52. Greek cheese
54. Express pleasure
55. Don’t know when yet
56. 13th Fie brew letter 
58. Chinese tennis star Li
8
8
8
8
8
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GOVERNANCE
UAS discusses student evaluation effectiveness
FOCUSED ON STUDENTS: The University Academic Senate discusses universal teaching forums on Nov. 20 in the Frederik Meijer Honors College. The UAS is the highest faculty governance body at the university 
that deals with anything of academic or faculty concern. Maddie Cleghorn, student senate president voiced her support for the written evaluation as it benefits faculty, staff and students. GVL I LUKE holmes
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
n Nov. 20, the University Academic 
Senate (UAS) held a meeting in the 
Frederik Meijer Honors College to 
discuss universal teaching forums 
at Grand Valley State University.
The UAS is the highest faculty gover­
nance body at the university. Its members 
have the authority to deal with any academic 
or faculty concern, such as curriculum, the 
budget, faculty personal policy and other is­
sues relevant to academic or campus affairs.
Karen Gipson, chair of UAS and physics 
professor at GVSU, said the overall goal of the 
meeting was to consider recommendations 
by the Universal Student Evaluation of Teach­
ing Implementation task force (USETI). The 
primary recommendation being presented by 
the task force related to how student evalua­
tions play into the personnel process for re­
views for faculty and staff members.
“We held a special meeting to dealing 
with this question,” Gipson said. “All the fac­
ulty are concerned that student comments 
(are) needed and should be heard”
Recommendation 3-3: Use of Information 
from Reports, one of four recommendations that 
were evaluated at the meeting, focuses on the use 
of information from reports. It was indicated that 
a complete report is available to everyone under 
the following conditions: prejudicial comments 
may be redacted - the comments do not get di­
rectly eliminated, but phrased in different word­
ings for those faculty and staff reading the evalu­
ations - and use of written comments should be 
corroborated with other evidence.
Edward Aboufadel, mathematics pro­
fessor and USETI chair, helped write the 
recommendations. He noted that this rec­
ommendation will help faculty and staff 
members use the data from the evaluations 
to make personnel and merit decisions.
“The original recommendation wasn’t 
came [sic] from USETI after a few meetings
and on my own I drafted the replacement,” he 
said. “The key things is that, rather than four 
top numerical scores, the complete report will 
be made available to course instructors and ev­
eryone else, with only course instructors say­
ing T want you to remove this’ in the personal 
process because this comment is biased, racist 
and sexist, or something along those lines.”
Decisions to remove those comments, 
Aboufadel indicated, would be a unit head 
decision, which could then be appealed to the 
dean. In that regard, the use of written student 
comments in evaluations should be informed 
by the idea that the state has limitation and 
evaluators are directed to giving appropriate 
weight to measures into teaching effectiveness.
Maddie Cleghorn, student senate presi­
dent, acted as a student representative at UAS. 
With other members of the student senate 
cabinet, Cleghorn spoke of her overall sup­
port for the recommendation and said that 
the evaluation not only benefits faculty and 
staff, but gives students the chance to express
their opinions in a formal and open manner.
“I do think there are a lot of values in stu­
dent comments just in that it gives it a way 
broader context than just four questions that 
just sum up a number,” Cleghorn said. “I’m not 
an expert in this kind of thing, but it just seems 
that if students knew when they were filling 
out these evaluations that the only things be^ 
ing used that were really being counted were 
the first four questions, they would be really 
surprised that’s really all that counts.
“Second, I support the revision that gives 
faculty the out to have statements redacted, as 
I think it is important to have a system that lets 
faculty get rid of bias prior to having an impact 
on the rest of your career,” Cleghorn said. “I think 
that students have the opportunity to make sure 
that their experiences have been unbiased.”
r%
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/useti
FOR MORE INFORMA TION •
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Non-traditional GV class 
examines acts of terrorism
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNtWSmANTHORN.COM
hile the majority of uni­
versity courses tend to be 
taught through lectures, 
a Grand Valley State Uni­
versity class focusing on 
terrorism has ditched this traditional 
method in favor of a format that allows 
the students to become the teachers.
Taught by professor Jonathan White, 
students in Criminal Justice 405 study 
acts of terrorism occurring both domes­
tically and around the world.
As a former consultant for the Depart­
ment of Justice and the State Department’s 
anti-terrorism program, White drew upon 
his own experiences to design a class that 
operates similarly to a nonprofit govern­
ment consulting company contracting with 
agencies charged with counter-terrorism.
Rather than learning from an as­
signed textbook, the class role plays as a 
mock company named “Zebra 27” that 
must brief the CIA on three terrorist 
groups: A1 Qaeda, Boko Haram and ISIS.
To investigate these three terrorist
groups, the class is split up into three 
separate trains nafried Alpha, Bravo and 
Charlie. Other than the first week, the 
class has zero lectures - instead, students 
must guide themselves in finding their 
own information on the terrorist group.
“The students have a list of subject 
matter experts that they can contact, as 
well as some volunteers from the coun­
ter terrorist team who offered to supply 
information through phone and email,” 
White said. “These are the guys I worked 
with when I worked as a contractor. I can 
provide some briefings for (students), but 
they have to tell me what they need, and 
sometimes other professors with special 
expertise come in as well.”
Student investigation goes beyond 
analyzing terrorist group attacks by also 
questioning how these groups were able 
to form in the first place.
“In (this) class we are learning how in­
dividual groups are radicalized, different 
tactics used by these groups, the different 
types of groups that exist and their threat 
to the region and the world,” said Briana 
Turner-Gilmore, a sophomore at GVSU. 
“We are researching in-depth how these 
organizations operate, how they gain
their finances, the organizational struc­
ture, etc. We are also looking into how 
the government responds, and different 
ways the government could respond.”
The class discussed these factors in rela­
tion to the recent terrorist attack on Paris.
With the tendency for the public to 
link the religion of Islam back to terrorist 
groups, Gilmore said the most valuable 
part about the class has been learning how 
these two things do not actually relate.
“After talking about this I think every­
one in the class realized that traditional Is­
lam is not what the terrorist organizations 
are supporting,” she said. “Knowing the 
difference will help you understand a lot 
more about the organizations, and will also 
release you of any prejudice you may have.”
Through his non-traditional teach­
ing style, White said he is able to bring 
out the best in students who weren’t 
necessarily interested in the topic of ter­
rorism to begin with.
“I feel like I’m really working with the 
students and not just talking at them - it’s 
a great way to teach,” White said. “These 
students do just as well as the students who 
are studying terrorism. I love to watch what 
our students can do when they shine.”
STUDY: Jonathan White, professor of interdisciplinary studies. 
White currently teaches Criminal Justice 405. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
STUDENT ORGANIZATION
Meditation and Mindfulness club acts as a safe haven
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LA N THORN. COM
s final exams, 
deadlines and 
thesis presenta­
tions loom ever 
closer for students 
across campus, the anxiety and 
stress of completing those as­
signments are settling in.
In order to combat the 
stress of college life at Grand 
Valley State University, the me­
diation and mindfulness club 
is welcoming new members to 
introduce various types of me­
diation — which include visual­
ization practices, chakra medi­
tations and guided meditations 
~ so that students may have 
a safe and open place to talk 
about the stressors in their lives.
Jennifer Ochoa, Mediation 
and Mindfulness club presi­
dent, said the club, which was 
established in 2014, is a way for 
students of all meditation back­
grounds to interact and create a 
sense of community with other 
like-minded individuals.
“Meditation is very similar 
to yoga with the only difference 
between yoga and meditation is 
that in meditation you sit qui­
etly and meditate, while yoga
is a movement meditation, but 
they are both trying to achieve 
the same thing in transforming 
the self’ Ochoa said.
Ochoa said one of the 
goals of the club is to create a 
transformative space that al­
lows individuals to bring more 
awareness into their daily lives. 
That awareness established in 
the club allows individuals to 
explore different areas of com­
passion, self-acceptance and 
insight into their daily lives.
“Meditation is easier in a 
group, in our opinion and in 
our group member’s opinions, 
as it is easier to get into medi­
tation as a group as opposed 
to trying to get into it by your­
self she said. “You’re so used 
to rushing around and say ‘Oh 
yeah I’m going to meditate by 
myself in my room,’ and in a 
group meditation it is a very 
open and safe space where the 
atmosphere is very calm and 
peaceful and I guess it is hard to 
create that feeling by yourself’
Alexandra Kamen, who is 
also an officer with the Medi­
tation and Mindfulness dub, 
said being in a group dynamic 
helps to create a safe haven for 
individuals who may be deal­
ing with stress, mental health 
Issues or spirituality issues. She
said that in order to deal with 
all the “bad things” that an indi­
vidual may be going through in 
their daily lives, Meditation and 
Mindfulness acts as a judge­
ment-free zone for individuals 
to work on themselves and talk 
about the daily happenings.
“Afterward we have a dis­
cussion about whatever you 
want as you’re free to talk about 
whatever you want and what­
ever happens in the room stays 
in the room,” Kamen said. “Ev­
erybody’s confidentiality is still 
there, and we just try to make 
everybody happy through 
meditation, self-awareness and 
growing as a person into not 
worrying about everything so 
much and not being anxious or 
depressed with whatever you 
are going through. We want to 
help you cope.”
Club meetings are held 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. ev­
ery Monday and Thursday in 
Room 178 Lake Ontario Hall. 
Individuals should bring 
their own meditation cush­
ion, pillow or mat in order to 
be comfortable throughout 
the relaxation process.
For more information about 
the club meetings or the differ­
ent events the club hosts, visit 
their Facebook page.
RELAXED: Prior to beginning mediation, students pick spots and comfortable positions to meditate in 
on Nov. 19. The Meditation and Mindfulness club focuses on self-acceptance. GVL | KASEY garvelink
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EDITORIAL
Thanksgiving
togetherness
Interfaith event exemplifies 
the holiday’s unity theme
he story of 
Thanksgiving 
is one of people 
from different 
backgrounds 
coming together to celebrate 
life. The Native American 
and the Puritans sat down 
together to celebrate peace 
and togetherness. Despite 
their differences, these two 
groups of people came to­
gether as one to have a meal.
As this years Thanksgiv­
ing holiday approaches, it is 
important not only to cel­
ebrate with family, but also to 
learn about other traditions. 
Education can help people 
become more culturally 
aware and respectful of those 
around us, and is true to the 
spirit of the holiday.
This year, the annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Celebration will combine 
religious and non-religious 
traditions to celebrate the 
Thanksgiving season. With 
participation from Chris­
tian denominations, Native 
American representatives, 
Jewish, Muslim, Baha’i, 
Buddhist, Hindu, secu­
lar and inclusive religious 
communities, the event 
will include prayers, music, 
sacred writing, reflections 
and meditation.
The event will take place 
at 7 p.m. on Nov. 23 at the 
Trinity Methodist Church 
and is open to the public. 
Students will have an op­
portunity to come together 
as a community to 'simply 
celebrate the holiday season 
in the Grand Rapids area. 
It is a chance to get to know 
people in Grand Rapids and 
to become an active member 
of that community, while en­
joying diverse company.
With instances of re­
ligiously charged turmoil 
making headlines around 
the world, this is a great ex­
perience to come together
as a community and prac­
tice acceptance and toler­
ance. This years theme, 
“Unity Through Diversity,” 
provides an opportunity to 
have conversations about 
differences and to become 
aware of those around you.
Learning about other 
religions and becoming un­
derstanding and tolerant of 
them will help you not only 
in your personal life, but also 
in your professional life. As 
our economy becomes in­
creasingly global, it becomes 
more and more important 
that we learn about and com­
municate with people of oth­
er religions and traditions. 
This event is an opportunity 
to make connections and to 
gain exposure to practices 
different from your own.
Collections will also be 
taken for the East Paris Food 
Pantry, Congress Elementa­
ry School and Lutheran So­
cial Services of Michigan at 
the dinner. Attendees will be 
asked to donate cans of non- 
expired, non-perishable 
food, winter clothes and 
coats or classroom supplies. 
With the holiday season 
quickly approaching, this is 
a great way to give back lo­
cally while also engaging in 
an educational and cultural 
community event.
With winter on its way, 
there will be many people 
in need of things like warm 
clothes or an extra meal. The 
Interfaith 
ebratfcAfr i 
portunity to participate in the 
Grand Rapids community by 
giving to those less fortunate.
Members of the GVSU 
community are Lakers for 
a Lifetime, but they should 
also commit to being stu­
dents for a lifetime, and 
taking advantage of inter­
faith opportunities like this 
Thanksgiving celebration is 
a great place to start.
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Maintaining habits of successful adults
Reading, volunteerism are key to self-improvement
BY EMILY DORAN
EDI TORI A L@LAN THORN. COM
s an independent 
twenty-some­
thing, I am con­
stantly searching 
for ways to be a 
competent and well-adjusted 
member of the adult world. 
This past week in particular, I 
have been considering some 
traits that seem to be common 
among successful adults. In 
my conversations with other 
TttfimtaVI think ft** - 
category, I’ve learned that they 
possess some habits that hint at
shared character qualities.
First, well-adjusted, success­
ful adults read, and they read 
on their own time. Chances are 
they were voracious readers as 
children who carried their love 
of reading and learning over 
into adulthood. Regardless of 
any reading requirements - or 
lack thereof - in their profes­
sional lives, these adults always 
make sure to spend some time 
at the end of the day unwind­
ing with novels, biographies, 
newspaper articles, etc. for 
their own pleasure and self- 
fulfillment. These adults find 
genuine enjoyment in reading 
and value the self-improve­
ment and self-education it 
affords.
Another custom that seems 
to be common among well- 
adjusted, successful adults is 
volunteering. This surprised 
me a bit. While reading 
seems like an obvious habit, 
volunteering seems less so. 
Nevertheless, I am increas­
ingly discovering that this is
a prevalent practice among 
successful adults. Maybe they 
simply like giving back to the 
community, or perhaps they 
want to provide opportunities 
for advancement for people 
who find themselves in less- 
fortunate circumstances. No 
matter the reason, volunteer­
ing is perhaps more prevalent 
among this demographic than 
you would think.
While there are certainly 
more habits shared by well- 
adjusted, successful adults, 
these two in particular suggest 
some interesting underlying 
character qualities. Someone 
who reads and volunteers, for 
example, cares about staying 
informed and fostering the 
well-being of others in the 
community. These are arguably 
two of the biggest pillars of 
being a successful and produc­
tive member of any society.
In addition, someone who 
reads and volunteers inher­
ently tends to be someone who 
spends free time productively.
How does all of this apply 
to college students who have 
different demands on their 
time, schedules and resources 
than settled adults? I can cer­
tainly empathize with students 
who say they have no free time 
to read for pleasure during the 
school year; I experience the 
same dilemma every semester. 
Nevertheless, though I may 
not dare to attempt to read 
a lengthy Charles Dickens 
novel during the course of the 
semester, I try to read in my 
free time in other ways. For 
me, this includes reading the 
newspaper and articles online 
about various subjects that I 
find interesting.
Volunteering can also be 
tricky to do when you’re a 
student; you may have limited 
time or difficulty arranging 
transportation if you don’t 
have a car. Volunteering does 
not have to be time consum­
ing, though—an hour or two 
a week should be sufficient— 
and it is undeniably rewarding.
The struggles of dating in college
BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
ollege is a really 
strange place to 
be. We’re just a 
bunch of late teens 
and twenty-some­
things at a relatively similar 
place in our lives. Many are just 
trying to figure themselves out. 
A lot of us are confused, yet also 
so sure that our third major 
change is the absolute right one. 
We promise, this time.
Were making dreams and 
mistakes. Trying to experience 
some new things, take some 
chances and sometimes regret­
ting it later. But it’s not just us; 
were not alone. Were thrown 
in this huge community of 
freedom, regret, indecisiveness
and spontaneity together on the 
way to getting a degree.
This intention to get a 
higher education creates one 
thing: a massive dating pool.
Love and lust are constantly 
on the minds of college stu­
dents. Study groups are a great 
place to find a potential mate. 
The gym is a great place to find 
a potential mate. Person at the 
cafeteria could be a potential 
mate. Everyone is the same 
age, and we’re all neighbors.
We are all here in this chaotic 
state of stress and liberation.
Anyone you meet at any 
time has the potential to 
become a huge part of your life. 
That person you pass every day 
while walking to your class in 
the lake Halls could one day 
become a friend or more.
It is so fascinating how peo­
ple go from being a stranger, 
to sliding into the secondary 
friend group, to infiltrating the 
primary group. Someone, right 
now, is out there that you don’t 
even know exists, but soon you 
will know their face and their 
name. All of a sudden you can’t 
imagine your life without them. 
Who did you used to text and 
call? Used to hang out with? 
Could there have possibly been
a life before them? Soon you’ll 
be eating tacos with them every 
Tuesday, pretending to watch 
TV on Fridays, sitting at the 
same table in the library for 
hours trying so hard to cram 
for the next exam and creating 
all the little traditions that make 
up a relationship.
Going away to college allows 
all these possible run-ins and 
meetings that will somehow 
lead to something more. There’s 
always some event that tests 
friendly boundaries. Maybe 
someone sets you up on a date, 
you “study” together for the big 
midterm or the fairly new but 
ever-so-popular Netflix and 
chill. Somehow you go from 
an acquaintance to lover. Even 
though college is such an easy 
place to meet people to date, so 
many students have ditched old 
methods of meeting potential 
lovers in favor of Tinder.
Tinder is basically online 
dating but seems to be much 
more socially acceptable. It 
seems to have grown in popu­
larity significantly at GVSU.
It functions in a “hot or not” 
manner with a brief introduc­
tion but can be narrowed 
down to people that actu­
ally go to your school. Often,
you’ve never met these people 
but every once in a while you 
might have a Facebook con­
nection: friend of a friend or 
even more remote than that.
Sometimes you even come 
across a familiar face. And that’s 
the really intriguing part of the 
dynamic. One of my friends 
loves Tinder. She is always tell­
ing stories of meet ups: some­
times awkward, sometimes 
surprisingly fun. Sometimes she 
recognizes someone on campus 
or they end up being in one 
of her classes. What happens 
with these encounters outside 
of text? Will the connection 
survive when it can no longer 
hide behind a keyboard?
It’s so interesting that so 
many people use this app 
when we are surrounded by so 
many opportunities in real life. 
Have we reduced everything 
we do to the immediacy of 
technology, even a relation­
ship? Can this very personal 
intimate connection be made 
from a few swipes and a bio 
of limited characters? Are we 
missing out on better potential 
mates we were too quick to 
judge? Perhaps this is just the 
new norm for college dating.
VALLEY VOTE
Do you think GVSU does a 
good job at getting students 
involved in sustainability 
efforts?
Yes 56%
No 33%
I Don’t Know 11%
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION
Are you planing on going 
home for Thanksgiving?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
BLOG
Watching the GRPM come 
to life
By Anush Yepremyan
www.lanthorn.com
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE: ARE YOU GOING HOME FOR THANKSGIVING BREAK?
TREVOR BUSHNELL
"I’m torn right now. My dad's from Chicago and he’s 
going to go to Chicago and see that side of the family, 
and my mom's going to stay home and see her side of 
the family. I'll probably end up staying home because I 
haven’t been home very often this semester ”
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Allied health sciences 
HOMETOWN: Goodrich. Michigan
JACARI FAULKNER
"I will be down in Grand Rapids because I’m a 
part of the football team. So we will most likely 
be practicing on Thanksgiving. Other than 
that? Find something to do down here."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Advertising and public relations 
HOMETOWN: Detroit. Michigan
EMMALEE PECK
“(I’m going to) go home and spend time with 
my family and just see all my friends that were 
away at school.”
YEAR: Freshman 
MAJOR: Exercise science 
HOMETOWN: Clarkston. Michigan
ALICIA FLEMING
"I plan to volunteer at a homeless shelter, cook 
with my family and also celebrate my birthday 
that's coming up."
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Management and marketing 
HOMETOWN: Chicago. Illinois
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GUN CONTROL HEALTH & WELLNESS
Student senate shoots down 
'Good Samaritan’ resolution
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
ensions and emotions ran 
high as the much-antic­
ipated Good Samaritan 
resolution was voted on 
during Thursdays student 
senate meeting. With a 39-3 vote (with 
two abstentions), senators voted down 
the resolution, and Grand Valley State 
University will remain a completely 
gun-free campus for another year.
Two main points that popped up 
throughout the three-week discus­
sion were the lack of definition for 
emergency,’ and the wording which 
implied undermining the GVSU stu­
dent code. Many senators cited these 
things as reasons they could not vote 
in favor for the resolution.
The resolution, written by senator 
Benjamin Soltis, looked to “incorpo­
rate a Good Samaritan in the Student 
Code to allow legally carried fire­
arms on campus to be used in case of 
an emergency.” The resolution con­
fused not only the student senators, 
but also by students, faculty and staff 
that they have talked with about it.
“This issue is for a legalized carry 
of firearms in an emergency situa­
tion,” Soltis said.
Both Vice President for Finance 
Jeremy Turnbull and Vice President 
for Campus Affairs Sean O’Melia 
have insisted that writing a resolu­
tion that undercuts the student code 
is wrong and should be rewritten.
““We can change the student code 
and I think we should rather go that 
route rather than write a resolution 
overriding the student code,” O’Melia 
said. “We should not override student 
code unless we re 100 percent sure be­
cause it demeans and diminishes ev­
ery single resolution we have.”
Turnbull offered his assistance to 
Soltis, saying he would help him 
work on a revised resolution that 
would not mention undermining 
student code or firearms.
Senator Noelle Milad also voiced 
her concern for the resolution be­
cause of the lack of training concealed 
pistol license (CPL) carriers receive.
“In the (resolution), the pistol license 
safety training course application pro­
cess shows many guidelines, but not
one of them says that CPL holders get 
trained in assessing a life-threatening 
situation,” Milad explained. “However, 
in the Michigan Commission on Law 
Enforcement standards, it explicitly 
says (police officials) get trained in as­
sessing a life-threatening situation.”
Soltis countered previous statements 
by stating that CPL holders do have to 
re-certify every three to five years. He 
did, however, agree with Milad.
“Police officers are much more 
trained in those situations than we are,” 
he said.
Senator Kristoffer Butler talked to 
four of his six classes about the reso­
lution. Of the 73 people he asked, 53 
were not in favor of the resolution, 10 
were in favor and 10 were undecided. 
Many senators echoed that a problem 
of the resolution was the confusing 
and conflicting language used.
Vice President for External Relations 
Andy Oeffner personally opposed the 
resolution, but he proposed having a 
different resolution that focuses on the 
real problem at hand: mental health.
“During public comment a week ago, 
it was brought up that this is a mental 
health problem,” Oeffner said. “I believe 
that we should counter this with a men­
tal-health resolution and focus more on 
that as a proactive solution.”
Unlike the majority of the senators 
who voiced their opposition to the 
resolution, almost half of the people 
who spoke during public comment 
were in favor of passing it. They asked 
the body to consider the facts about 
guns and guns on campus.
“Emotions run high when we talk 
about (guns) but more so than emotion 
is irrational fear,” said public comment 
speaker Keith Eichholz. “If you let your 
irrational fear or emotions dictate how 
you feel, you’re going to stop listening to 
the debate and you’re going to institute 
policy based on sheer emotion.”
Fear was a large topic for the 
people who were for the resolution. 
Many asked the senators not to base 
their decision around fear, as it was 
not a good basis for doing so.
Soltis while unhappy with the out­
come, said he is contemplating the 
comments he received for revision.
“I’m thinking about (revisions),” he 
said. “I’m considering making it less le­
thal and not using such a broad brush.”
Faculty, staff commit to 
healthier holiday living
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMA N@LA N THORN. COM
s the holiday season 
quickly approaches, 
the faculty and staff 
at Grand Valley State 
University are encour­
aged to join a Priority Health Chal­
lenge in order to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle throughout the season.
The Hold it For the Holidays 
Challenge is an eight-week long 
program that attempts to promote 
healthy choices for all faculty and 
staff members who w'ish to par­
ticipate. GVSU has held this chal­
lenge for at least eight years.
In order to join, there is a 
weigh-in occurring between Nov. 
23 and Nov. 24.
Participants have two choices 
at the time of their weigh-in: pay 
$5 if their goal is to maintain their 
weight over the duration of the 
program, or pay $10 if their goal is 
to lose five or more pounds.
“The holiday season is a tough 
time for stress and weight gain with 
all of the parties and events,” said 
Lindsey DesArmo, a health and 
wellness specialist in human re­
sources. “This way, faculty and staff 
can put a little skin in the game to 
try to maintain or lose weight.”
The university stresses that it is a 
priority for faculty and staff, as well 
as students, to make healthy choices.
“Hold it For the Holidays is a 
great idea but should be something 
we all strive for every day,” said Kar­
en Lewis, allied health sciences as­
sistant professor. “The fuel we give 
our bodies and the exercise we do 
contribute significantly to how we 
feel and perform every day.”
Ranelle Brew, associate pro­
fessor of public health, agreed 
with Lewis that this program is 
essential for students too.
“A student with a healthy life­
style means more energy, more of 
a clear mind and higher success in 
the classroom overall,” Brew said.
Throughout the program, par­
ticipants will be given recipes and 
health tips to help them along.
DesArmo said these tips will in­
clude nutrition tips and information 
like how to eat healthy at a holiday 
party, exercises to bum calories and 
stress, as well as healthy recipes.
The health and wellness de­
partment hopes the program will
continue to provide encourage­
ment to its members and pro­
mote healthy living.
“Fill up your water bottle, take 
a walk around campus or to the li­
brary, grab an apple or some carrots 
and get some sleep,” Lewis said.
The final weigh-in for partici­
pants will occur between Jan. 4 and 
Jan. 8.
This year, weigh-ins will take 
place in the human resources 
department on the Allendale 
Campus, the Annis Water Re­
sources Institute in Muskegon 
and in the DeVos and Seidman 
buildings on the Pew Campus.
Any participants who ac­
complish their goal of maintain­
ing or losing weight will receive 
their money back.
Furthermore, prize drawings 
will be held for everyone who 
weighs in after the new year, re­
gardless of whether they main­
tained or lost the weight. These 
prizes include Gazette Sports 
and campus dining gift cards.
□ GO TO:www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
FOR MORE INFORMATION
STAYING FIT : Grand Valley State University students work out in the Recreational Center on Nov. 20. Faculty and staff 
will be able to participate in an eight-week long program that encourages healthy choices, gvl I SARA carte
Hey, Students:
Get Outta Town 
on Our Bus!
.
.
Grand Rapids to:
Kalamazoo
$10
Lansing
$14
Battle Creek
$18
Traverse City
$25
Cadillac
$17
Petoskey
$37
Bus Ticket Office:
Greyhound
Terminal
250 Grandville SW
(616) 456-1700
Prices are for one-way ticket 
booked two weeks out
for bus route options, visit indiantrails.com
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
LA NOSTALGIE: REFLECTIONS FOR 
VIOLA A PIANO
At 7 p.m. on Nov. 23 in the Performing Arts Center Art 
Gallery, the gallery will host “La Nostalgie: Reflections for 
Viola & Piano."The players will perform music from com­
posers such as Medelssohn, Prokofiev. Bridge, Bowen 
and Glinka. Arturo Ziraldo will perform on the viola and 
Brendan Hollins will perform on the piano. The event is 
free and open to the public. To learn more, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/artgallery.
GRAND VALLEY JAZZ ORCHESTRA &
COMBOS CONCERT
The GV Jazz Orchestra, or GVJO. and Combos will 
perform under the direction of professors Tim Frock and 
Michael Drost at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 24. The concert takes 
place in the Louis Armstrong Theatre at the Performing 
Arts Center, located on the Allendale Campus.
The event is free and open to the public. For more infor­
mation, go to www.gvsu.edu/music.
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS A THE VERVE PIPE 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS PAPA VEGAS
The bands Domestic Problems and The Verve Pipe will 
be performing at The Intersection in downtown Grand 
Rapids on Nov. 27 accompanied by special guests Papa 
Vegas. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and tickets cost $15 
in advance and $20 the day of the show. All ages are 
welcome. To purchase tickets, visit www.sectionlive.com/ 
event/domestic-problems-the-verve-pipe.
A CHRISTMAS STORY: THE MUSICAL
Beginning Nov. 20, the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre will 
host a daily performance of "A Christmas Story: The 
Musical," a classic story come to life on stage with music. 
The story takes place in 1940s Indiana, where a young 
boy named Ralphie has one wish for Christmas. 
Unfortunately, Ralphie has a few outrageous obstacles 
standing in his way including a kooky leg lamp, outra­
geous pink bunny pajamas, a cranky department store 
Santa and a dare to lick a freezing flagpole. Visit the 
theater website for more information, show times and 
ticket-pricing: www.grct.org.
Guest pianist provides 
classical perspective
Esther Park works with 
students, performs at GV
GUEST LECTURE
LOG ON TO:
Visiting Writers Series hosts Nina McConigiey
‘Cowboys and East Indians’ author focuses on race, representation
BY MARISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM
o bring diversity to writing, 
Grand Valley State University 
hosted a writer of East Indian 
descent from the state of Wy­
oming as a part of the 2015 
Writers Series. Nina McConigiey, author of 
the collection of short stories “Cowboys and 
East Indians," visited GVSU students in writ­
ing classes, performed a public craft-talk and 
a public reading on Tuesday.
In her craft-talk at GVSU, McConigiey 
spoke about race and how to write about 
and represent characters that are not like 
ourselves, also described as the others’ She 
said characters of other races are often writ­
ten genetically and become stereotypes.
“People are so ‘othered’ that we don’t 
even look at them as people,” McConig­
iey said. “If you’re going to have (‘other’ 
characters) in the background at least 
render them properly.”
Writing about people who are not like 
the author can be intimidating, McConigiey 
said She said sometimes authors are placed 
in a difficult position when writing about 
something that is not close to them because 
readers and critics wonder if the author has 
the right to tell that story.
“To be a citizen of the world its a 
good idea to read about all different 
human experiences,” McConigiey said. 
“That isn’t just the experiences of people 
who look like you -- it’s the experience 
of people that are different.”
McConigiey said she was impressed 
with the diverse audience that attended her 
craft-talk and said she tried to give a talk 
that appealed to all writers with different 
levels of writing experience.
“Grand Valley’s writing program is so 
fantastic,” McConigiey said “It almost felt 
like I was talking to graduate students. I 
think I felt nervous because (it was) an audi­
ence that really (knew) their stuff’
Although she did not read diverse litera­
ture when she was a college student, she said 
it is important for students to read more di­
verse literature than the westernized classics 
that were written by white men.
“My own writing is really concerned with 
identity and race,” McConigiey said “I hope 
it gave the audience a different perspective 
about those things.”
Oindrila Mukherjee, assistant writing 
professor, acts as the coordinator for GVSUs 
Writers Series. She invites writers like Mc­
Conigiey to GVSU’s campus and assists the 
writers when they arrive.
“I’ve tried really hard to make sure 
that our students get exposed to a range 
of diverse voices and perspectives,” 
Mukherjee said. “(McConigiey brought) 
a really interesting and fresh perspective, 
and it brings a voice to West Michigan 
that we don’t always hear.”
Mukherjee said the GVSU’s Writers 
Series focuses on diversity and that Mc- 
Conigley’s craft-talk is relevant to the 
current time period.
“We live in a world right now, not just 
in the United States—everything from
Syria to Ferguson—race and the other’ 
is a very real concern that people in this 
country and beyond have,” McConigiey 
said “When we talk about subjects that are 
hard such as race, especially when we do it 
in art, I think that’s really important. I hope 
people understood that from the talk, how 
to be empathetic with other people.”
McConigiey has received multiple 
awards for her writing, including the 2014 
PEN Open Book award and a High Plains 
Book award. To learn more about Nina 
McConigiey and her writing, visit www. 
ninamcconigley.com.
□
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/wrltlng/
grand-valley-wrlters-series
FOR MORE INFORMATION
WRITING: Nina McConigiey gave a craft-talk 
to students, courtesy | nina mcconigley
CLASSICS
Stoics Week encourages philosophical thought
BY DANIEL GOUBERT
DGOUBERT@LANTHORN.COM
n “Harry Potter 
and the Chamber 
of Secrets,” Albus 
Dumbledore said 
“It is our choices, 
Harry, that show what we truly 
are, far more than our abilities.”
Those who made the choice 
to attend the events during 
Grand Valley State University’s 
Stoics Week were exposed to 
an eye-opening way of thinking 
that prompted them to think 
about who they really are.
Stoicism is a school of phi­
losophy that teaches how reason 
and knowledge provide the ba­
sis for a harmonious and suc­
cessful life. Stoics Week aimed to 
share with students the benefits 
of a stoic school of thought.
The week included a series 
of lectures and a panel hosted 
by GVSUs Classics Depart­
ment. With the theme “Con­
versations on the Happy Life,” 
topics included a panel dis­
cussion on emotions, probing 
questions like “What Kind of 
Life Should I Lead?” as well as a 
comparison between J.K. Row­
ling’s Dumbledore character 
and the knowledgeable sages 
idealized in stoicism. Students 
were also sent an electronic 
handbook with exercises in sto­
icism to prompt them to think 
critically about their thought 
processes and choices.
Peter Anderson, associate 
professor and chair of the clas­
sics department, co-developed 
Stoics Week with assistant 
professors David Crane and 
Charles Ham. The week is 
modeled after the British Uni­
versity of Exeter’s Stoic Week 
event, which provides ques­
tionnaires, online courses and 
a handbook for participants to 
try and adopt stoic practices in 
to their daily lives.
Anderson said stoicism 
could be a powerful tool for 
self-improvement.
“One of the things I really 
like about (stoics) is their inter­
est in helping people to be in 
charge of their own develop­
ment,” Anderson said. “You’re 
not a passive thing in the uni­
verse. You have choice, and be­
cause you have choice, you can 
change yourself. You can do 
things for yourself.
“What the stoics were try­
ing to understand is what 
it means to be human. So if 
you’re a human being, you 
could probably find yourself 
pretty interested in stoicism, 
or at least thinking about the 
same kinds of problems.”
Crane said stoicism, in 
brief, is about using reason to 
guide one’s life.
“The idea of stoicism is 
trying to figure out how to 
lead the best and most satis­
fying life for yourselfT Crane 
said. “That’s an idea we all 
can, and do, share. To the 
stoic mind, the way to do 
that is to really think through 
very deliberately all the 
choices they’re making and 
all the responses—even the 
emotional response— they 
have (towards) things.”
Crane also gave the “Stoic
Queerness of Albus Dumb­
ledore” lecture, which focused 
on the fictional wizard’s em­
bodiment of classic stoic ide­
als, from his contemplative, 
rational life to his eventual ac­
ceptance of death.
Similar analyses in Crane’s 
lecture were applied to popu­
lar characters like Obi-Wan 
Kenobi and Gandalf. Crane 
said this was done to give 
students an idea of stoicism’s 
long-lasting influence.
“I hope (students) see that 
there’s actually a literary tradi­
tion for the representation of 
these sage figures,” Crane said. 
“The cloak, the long beard, 
the colorful character: that is 
something we’re sort of in­
tuitively familiar with, having 
grown up reading and watch­
ing these things. I don’t think 
we have a conscious appre­
ciation that there’s a tradition 
there going back hundred and 
thousand of years.”
In addition to many of the 
other problems approached 
through a stoic lens, Crane’s 
lecture turned his discussion 
towards contemporary issues 
in students’ lives by point­
ing out the uniqueness of J.K. 
Rowling’s approach to Dumb- 
ledore’s sexuality.
“I think we really have a 
real problem today in think­
ing about the sort of lives that 
are available to homosexuals,” 
Crane said. “It’s not really an is­
sue of tolerance or acceptance; I 
think many people are very ac­
cepting. We just don’t have the 
stories that other people have: 
to think about what their future 
might be like, who they can em­
ulate and aspire to be.”
STOICSIM: David Crane gives his lecture "Stoic Queerness of Albus 
Dumbledore” to students and faculty, gvl I kaesy garvelink
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SWIM AND DIVE ROLLS 
THROUGH BALL STATE
The Grand Valley State 
men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving teams continued 
their blazing start to the 2015 
campaign, sweeping a dual 
meet on Saturday against Ball 
State University.
The Laker men won handily 
by a score of 769-530, while 
the women squeaked out a 
679-651 victory.
The No. 5 men captured 14 
events over the course of the 
meet.
Senior Gianni Ferrero 
captured first place in the 200 
freestyle, the 200 butterfly and 
the 100 butterfly, along with con­
tributing to the 200 medley relay 
team, which also took first place.
Freshman Marius Mikalauskas, 
who was also on the 200 medley 
relay team, won the 100 breast - 
sroke and the 200 breaststroke. 
Joseba Hidalgo-Viela and Cole 
Smith both snagged two indi­
vidual event wins, as well.
Jared Gregory won the 1-me- 
ter dive event for GVSU, while 
Ian Ellis earned a victory in the 
3-meter event.
The No. 6 GVSU women had a 
closer meet, but earned the win 
over the Cardinals thanks largely 
to nine event wins.
Junior Leonie Van Noort led 
the way, winning the 1650 free­
style, the 200 freestyle and the 
100 freestyle.
Sophomore Samantha 
Postmus added a pair of wins 
in the 500 freestyle and the 
400 individual medley. Meghan 
Falconer, Allison Wells and 
Emily Gallaagher also earned 
event wins.
BROWER NAMED GLIAC 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Grand Valley State volleyball 
middle blocker Staci Brower 
was named GLIAC Freshman 
of the Year in an announce­
ment following GVSU’s 3-0 
loss to Ferris State on Saturday 
afternoon.
Brower, a Byron Center, 
Michigan native, is just the 
fifth player in Laker volleyball 
history to be named GLIAC 
Freshman of the Year.
Entering GVSU’s match 
against FSU on Saturday, Brower 
led the Lakers in kills and total 
blocks.
She was also named to the 
All-GLIAC First Team, becoming 
just the second Laker ever to 
accomplish that, along with now- 
senior Betsy Ronda.
In addition to Brower’s 
awards, Ronda earned Second 
Team All-GLIAC, and senior 
libero Taylor Shomin was an All- 
GLIAC Honorable Mention.
MEN’S RUGBY SEASON 
ENDS
The Grand Valley State 
men’s rugby club dropped a 
tough decision 24-3 to national 
powerhouse Minnesota - Duluth 
in the Sweet 16 of the USA 
Rugby Men’s Division II College 
National Tournament.
The Lakers topped Northern 
Iowa in the first round, but were 
unable to pull off the upset 
against MN - Duluth, knocking 
GVSU out of national champi­
onship contention.
VARSITY SCHEDULE
iiiiiiiHtimimiiiiiiiimiiimimiiiimiimmmiinmi
FOOTBALL
Saturday TBA at Ferris State
SOCCER
Dec. 3 TBA vs Western 
Washington (at Pensacola, 
Florida)
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Monday 7 p.m. vs Grace Bible 
College
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Salem 
International
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Wednesday 7 p.m. vs Lewis
Saturday 2 p.m. at Gannon (Erie. 
Pennsylvania)
SOCCER
MANAGERS: Grand Valley State head coach Jeff Hosier and assistant coach Annette Stromberg look on during a Laker win against Quincy in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament on Nov. 15 in Allendale. In his second year as head coach at GVSU, Hosier has steered the Lakers to back-to-back Final Fours. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
urvival of the fittest. Sur­
vive and advance. In Tu­
pac’s words, “All I’m try­
ing to do is survive and 
make good.”
The Grand Valley State women’s 
soccer team knows a little bit more 
about survival after last weekend.
In the NCAA Division II tourna­
ment, the Lakers survived, beating 
Bellarmine 2-1 on Friday and edg­
ing Central Missouri 1-1 (2-1 penalty 
kicks) on Sunday to advance to the 
NCAA semifinals.
“We played two really good teams,” 
said GVSU head coach Jeff Hosier. 
“Once you make the quarterfinals, 
the final 16 teams are all really good. 
You’re playing championship-level 
teams.”
The No. 1 Lakers opened with No.
14 Bellarmine (17-3-2) on Friday. Ju­
nior Marti Corby opened the scoring 
for GVSU, notching a 26th-minute 
goal high into the left corner of the 
nry to send the Lakers 
ahead 1-0.
Nearly 50 minutes 
passed before the Lakers 
struck again. Forward 
Jayma Martin found a 
loose ball in the Bellar­
mine box and drove it 
home for much-needed 
insurance. Bellarmine 
scored on a free kick a 
few minutes later, but 
it was too little, too late 
as the Lakers advanced 
to the NCAA quarter­
finals.
The Lakers (21-1-1) were in an un­
familiar position on Sunday against 
Central Missouri. After a half of play, 
GVSU trailed the Jennies 1-0. Central 
Missouri outshot the Lakers 8-3 in the
first half, flipping the script on a sta­
tistical category the Lakers usually do 
not trail in.
“At halftime, we were disappointed 
in being down a goal,” 
Hosier said. “I don’t 
think we played as hard 
as we are capable of’ 
The second half was 
a time for heroes to 
shine. It all started with 
an equalizing goal from 
Jayma Martin in the 
46th minute, her sec­
ond goal on the week­
end.
“I knew we had to 
score,” Martin said. “As 
soon as I saw Gabby 
(Mencotti) take a shot 
I knew I had to get in the box. I got 
there and finished it off the post.”
After Martin’s second goal against 
the Jennies, the Lakers were deter­
mined to add another goal to the
scoring column and end the match. 
However, Central Missouri did not 
back down, and the match was sent to 
overtime.
The Division II college soccer over­
time rules state two 10-minute sudden 
victory periods are played. Whoever 
scores first in the allotted time wins 
the match.
With a trip to the national semi­
finals on the line, neither team gave 
an inch. The overtime period was an­
other stalemate. The match would be 
decided in a penalty shootout.
Both teams sent out at least five 
different players to try to score pen­
alty shots. Hosier’s choice for players 
was intriguing, especially considering 
Corby, the team’s leading goal-scorer, 
was not chosen.
GVSU went with Tracey McCoy, 
Erika Bradfield, Mencotti, Kendra
SEE SOCCER | A8
“We played two 
really good teams.
Once you make 
the quarterfinals... 
You’re playing 
championship- 
level teams.”
JEFF HOSIER 
GVSU HEAD COACH
RECORD-SETTING
Rewriting the books
FLEX UP: Senior Matt Judon celebrates following a sack of Ashland quarterback Travis Tarnowski on Saturday afternoon in Grand Valley State’s 45-28 win over the 
Eagles. With the sack, Judon broke Dan Skuta’s career record for sacks at GVSU. He later broke the NCAA Division II single-season record. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
BY ADAM KNORR
SPOR TS@LA N THORN. COM
n a white jersey, No. 9 crouches, plac­
es three fingers on the turf and stares 
across the line of scrimmage.
At the snap, he pounces, battling an 
opposing offensive lineman. He sheds 
the lineman and clears up a free path to the quarter­
back. Usually, the quarterback ends up with his face 
in the turf.
No. 9 is Matt Judon, and, as of Saturday after­
noon against Ashland in GVSU’s 45-28 win, no one 
wearing a Grand Valley State jersey, or a Division II 
football jersey, has sacked the quarterback more.
In the second quarter, Ashland had the ball deep 
in its own territory on third down. Judon got around 
the end and swallowed up Eagle quarterback Travis 
Tarnowski, marking career sack No. 33.5 for the se­
nior. The sack sent him into first place on the GVSU 
all-time career sack list, surpassing now-Jacksonville 
Jaguar Dan Skuta, who graduated in 2008. Judon
ended the day with 34.5 career sacks.
“That’s great for him,” Skuta said. “It’s great that 
the program has kids that have the talent to do that 
going forward. I’m happy for him.
“I always heard about him, he’s a really special 
talent. I figured my record wasn’t going to last long 
with him running wild out there.”
But setting school records wasn’t enough for 
Judon. In the fourth quarter, he broke the NCAA 
Division II individual single-season sack record 
with 20.5 after recording his second solo sack of the 
game.
In postgame comments, Judon was adamant that 
the records didn’t cross his mind during the game. 
After, he was able to appreciate his accomplishments 
a little more, but still brushed praise toward the rest 
of the defensive unit.
“After the game (I was able to reflect) and the 
players gave me a little bit of (crap) for it,” Judon said. 
“But 1 can’t be selfish like that. I’m not the only per­
son out here on the field and I definitely understand 
that. Dev (McKissic), Quez ((Tollman), they were
all out there getting picks and I can’t get picks so I 
(have) to get out there and get the quarterback.”
Judon’s first season with the Lakers was in 2010, 
when he was redshirted coming out of West Bloom­
field High School. Over his first two seasons at 
GVSU, Judon tallied 5.5 quarterback sacks in lim­
ited time, as he missed the final four games of his 
sophomore season with an injury.
Back to full health for the 2013 season-opener 
against Azusa Pacific, Judon was ready to expand 
upon the promise he showed prior to his injury the 
season before.
But it wasn’t to be. Judon tore his ACL and me­
dial meniscus on the seventh play of the game, end­
ing his season.
In 2014, Matt Judon became Matt Judon. He 
racked up 72 total tackles, 19 tackles for loss and 8.5 
quarterback sacks, eventually earning him GLIAC 
Defensive Lineman of the Year.
SEE JUDON | A8
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COCKED BACK: Grand Valley State quarterback Bart Williams lets a throw rip downfield while Terrell 
Dorsey (22) and Jim Walsh (78) block would-be Ashland pass-rushers on Nov. 21. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
JUMP BALL: Junior wide receiver Matt Williams makes a play on the ball during Grand Valley State’s win 
over Ashland in the first round of the NCAA Division II football tournament. GVL | kevin sielaff
ACROSS THE LINE: Senior running back Kirk Spencer stretches over the goal line to score a touchdown 
for the Grand Valley State football team. Spencer rushed for 105 yards on the day. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
THERE WILL BE NO PRIZES THIS 
WEEK BUT STILL BE SURE TO 
HASHTAG AND POST! 
#GVTOTW #GVLANTHORN
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SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM A7
Stauffer and Katy Woolley.
“Those are the kids we felt would be the 
most prepared,” Hosier said. “We did well 
enough to move on.”
However, the hero of the penalty shoot­
out duel was GVSU freshman goalkeeper 
Emily Maresh. Maresh responded to the mo­
ment and made three straight saves to give 
the Lakers the advantage in the shootout.
“I really just tried to focus on the player shoot-; 
ing,” Maresh said. “Watching their body to see! 
which way they were going. I knew my team was < 
there to support me whether I saved it or not.”
Behind the solid effort from Maresh, the Lak­
ers received penalty goals from McCoy, Mencotti; 
and the clincher from Woolley, a senior defender.;
GVSU outscored Central Missouri 3-2 
in penalty kicks to advance to the national • 
semifinals in Pensacola, Florida.
The Lakers will play another No. 1 seed in ; 
Western Washington on Dec. 3.
BALL CONTROL: Junior Kendra Stauffer (5) evades a Quincy defender in Grand Valley State s second 
round win over the Hawks in the NCAA Division II tournament in Allendale. GVL | KEVIN sielaff
JUDON
CONTINUED FROM A7
What has come this season, 
however, few were ready for. To 
date, Judon has filled the stat 
sheet with 20.5 sacks on the 
season, demanding double­
teams and jersey-grabs from 
offensive linemen hoping to 
slow down the 2015 GLIAC 
Defensive Lineman of the Year. 
Often, Judon bursts off the line 
and simply speeds past the of­
fensive linemen around the 
edge. Other times, Judon stunts 
and attacks up the middle, 
drawing a mass of attention
from the offensive line.
Skuta, who dominated at 
GVSU along the defensive line 
and as a linebacker, was able to 
offer some perspective on the 
difficulty of Judons feat.
“It’s hard, especially in to­
days coUege game, with the 
way they throw the ball quick,” 
Skuta said. “It just shows the 
tenacity that he has with be­
ing able to play with that kind 
of effort to be able to get to the 
quarterback that often.”
After his sack of Tarnows- 
ki to set the GVSU record, 
Judon paused and yelled, 
then crouched and flexed 
both arms in celebration.
“I’m a very emotional - 
player and I try to not get* 
too high or too low but that ; 
was just a pivotal moment in 
the game,” Judon said.
Judon and the Lakers 
are focused on taking this 
playoff ride game-by-game, ; 
and all season Judon has de- ! 
fleeted questions regarding 
his potential for the NFL. 
GVSU will take on rival Fer­
ris State in the next round of ; 
the playoffs, and the Lakers ! 
will have to deal with slow- ! 
ing down Bulldog quarter- • 
back Jason Vander Laan.
On Saturday, look out for ; 
No. 9.
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CROSS COUNTRY „
VOLLEYBALL
Bitten by 
the Bulldogs
RUNNER-UP: Junior Kendra Foley, who finished in second place, puts her cleats to the grass in the 
national championship meet for the Grand Valley State cross country team. COURTESY I DEAN breest
FRESHMAN PHENOM: Grand Valley State freshman Zach Panning races for the Laker team at the Divi­
sion II national championship meet on Saturday afternoon in Joplin, Missouri. COURTESY I DEAN BREEST
Laker women finish second, men fourth in national championship meet
BY ANDY SMITH
ASM I TH(d)LA N THORN. COM
he Grand Valley State 
mens and womens 
cross country teams 
competed in the 2015 
NCAA Division II Na­
tional Championships on Saturday 
in Joplin, Missouri, and came up 
short in the quest for a pair of na­
tional championships.
The Laker women came away 
with a second-place finish, and the 
men finished in fourth place.
“I am very proud of the sea­
sons that both teams had. I am also 
blessed and very fortunate to be able 
to help them grow as a team this sea­
son,” said head coach Jerry Baltes.
The Laker women, looking for
their fourth straight national title, 
finished in second place with a to­
tal of 97 points. GVSU was only 14 
points shy of first-place Adams State, 
another perennial powerhouse, 
which won the meet with 83 points.
GVSU junior and defending na­
tional champion Kendra Foley battled 
her way back from injury to come 
away with an individual second-place 
finish at the meet, just 0.03 seconds 
behind first-place finisher Alexis Zeis 
from the University of Mary.
“I am very proud of the coaches 
and the trainers in working with 
Kendra, to help her get to where 
she was able to finish high at na­
tionals,” Baltes said, “I am very 
happy for Kendra, she was hurt all 
summer and to return and finish 
in second place shows all the hard 
work she put in to get back.”
Gina Patterson was the next-high­
est finishing runner for the Lakers as 
she came away with a ninth-place fin­
ish, capping a breakout season for the 
GLLAC Freshman of the Year.
Jordan Chester finished her Laker 
career with an 18th-place finish and 
achieving All-American status for the 
third time in her career. Jessica Janecke 
gave the Lakers their fourth All-Amer­
ican runner on the day as she crossed 
the finish line in 40th place.
Janecke earned All-American hon­
ors for the fourth and final time in her 
illustrious career. Junior Amy Creutz 
finished in 41st, Alison Work crossed 
the finish line in 72nd and Kelly Hau- 
bert crossed the finish line in 105th.
“It was a great team performance 
and a very strong team effort,” Foley 
said. “We ran to the best of our abU-r.7, 
ity today. It was an outstanding sea­
son for us this year, I am very proud 
of this team. We are very young and 
have lots of depth returning and we 
have lots to look forward to.
“Our seniors have been great lead­
ers for us, and our coaches have been 
special. We couldn’t be where we are 
today as a team without them.”
The Laker mens quest for their first 
title in school history came up short 
with a fourth-place finish and a total 
of 201 points. It was the 12th consecu­
tive top-10 finish for the GVSU men, 
which also finished in the top five for 
the 10th time in 11 seasons.
“We had very high expectations 
coming into the race and we are a 
little disappointed with our fourth- 
place finish,” said freshman Zach 
Panning. “It is a good learning ex- 
perience for us, and how .we handle 
ourselves in defeat shows how much
character we have on this team.”
Panning, another GLIAC Fresh­
man of the Year, led the way for GVSU 
with a fifth-place finish. Chad Cini 
finished his Laker career with a 37th- 
place finish, giving him All-American 
status for the third time in his career. 
Sophomore Wuoi Mach finished in 
44th and junior Brady Seiner crossed 
the finish line in 75th place. Junior 
Chris May rolled across in 97th place, 
Kyle Flores came away in 183rd and 
junior Bryce Bradley rounded out the 
Lakers with his 215th-place finish.
“It was a great season for us over­
all, we grew tighter as a team, and 
all the guys are like my brothers,” 
Panning said. “What the coaches do 
and what we do as a team is amaz­
ing. I have loved every second of 
this season and cant wait for my 
next three years with the program.”
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DEFENSIVE EFFORT: Grand Valley State middle blocker Staci Brower makes an attempt to block a spike 
from a Ferris State hitter in the Bulldogs’ sweep of GVSU on Saturday afternoon. GVl | LUKE HOLMES
Lakers bow out of GLIAC tournament, await NCAA fate
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN(8)LANTH0RN.C0M
n a hostile envi­
ronment inside 
Ewigleben Sports 
Arena, the Grand 
Valley State vol­
leyball team aimed for revenge 
against rival No. 3 Ferris State 
on the Bulldog home court in 
the semifinals of the GLIAC 
tournament. The Bulldogs 
forcefully stood their ground.
The fourth-seeded Lakers 
(20-11) were swept in straight 
sets for the just the second 
time this season, as the top- 
seeded Bulldogs (30-2) hand­
ily defeated GVSU by scores 
of 25-22, 25-22,25-11.
The Lakers had two reg­
ular-season losses to FSU 
heading into the match. The 
third time wasn’t the charm 
for GVSU, which was unable 
to come together as a cohe­
sive unit to brew the upset.
“Bottom line was we had 
some great individual per­
formances,” said GVSU head 
coach Deanne Scanlon. “But, 
you kind of have to have 
everyone on, contributing 
against Ferris because they 
have so many weapons.
“There just weren’t 
enough people who played 
at a top-level that we need­
ed them to today.”
Pouncing on the Lakers 
right from the opening serve, 
the Bulldogs started the match 
on a 9-3 run and forced Scan­
lon to call an early timeout.
FSU carried that momen­
tum all the way to match 
point before GVSU mount­
ed its comeback.
With the Lakers trailing 
24-14, senior libero Taylor 
Shomin stepped behind the 
service line and helped ignite 
a furious rally of eight straight
GVSU points. Just as things 
were starting to get interest­
ing, FSU finally had enough 
and knocked down a kill to 
close out the frame, 25-22.
“At that point we really 
showed what was on the line 
and what we were playing for,” 
said senior Kaleigh Lound. 
“We should have done that for 
the entire game."
FSU set the tone in the 
first stanza with just one at­
tacking error. GVSU, on the 
other hand, finished each of 
the three sets with seven or 
more attacking errors.
Senior Jessica Majerle led the 
team with nine kills — sue of 
which came in the second set 
After the Lakers fell behind 
7-3 to start the second frame, 
their defense dug in and the of­
fense began to put balls down 
consistently. As a result GVSU
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atisfying split
Lakers win one, lose one to top-ranked LU - Belleville
LINEMATES: Members of the Grand Valley State Division II hockey 
club celebrate following a Laker goal on Nov. 20 GVL I EMILY FRYE
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK(a>LA N THORN. COM
D
os Angeles Lakers 
vs Boston Celt­
ics, Mike Tyson 
vs Evander Holy- 
field, No. 1 vs No. 
2 -- a spectacle in sports that 
rarely disappoints. That was 
no different for the Division 
II Grand Valley State mens 
hockey club over the weekend.
The Lakers (15-3-1), 
ranked No. 2 in the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
Central Division, squared off 
against the first-place Linden- 
wood - Belleville Lynx.
The Lakers split a hard- 
fought series filled with high­
flying, smash-mouth hockey. 
GVSU was bested in Friday 
nights game 2-1, but bounced 
back and secured a 2 -1 victory 
of its own in game two.
In Friday nights action, 
GVSU came out firing but was 
unable to find the back of the 
net. LU — Belleville matched 
the intensity and out-skated
the Lakers in the final 10 min­
utes of the first period, netting 
one goal in that time.
In the second period, after 
an early Laker penalty kill, the 
offense got to work. GVSU at­
tacked LU -- Belleville, forc­
ing the defense to commit a 
penal y halfway through the 
period. The power-play unit 
capitalized, as forward Collin 
Finkhouse was able to even 
the score at 1 -1.
The offense kept the pres­
sure on, but a late penalty 
in the second led to a LU — 
Belleville power-play goal to 
send the Lynx ahead 2-1 be­
fore the second intermission.
The third period was a 
grind for both teams. Each 
side scrapped but was unable 
to find the back of the net. 
The GVSU power play that 
was successful in the second 
period was unable to light the 
lamp in the third, going 0 for 
3 in the frame, as the Lakers 
dropped game one.
Game two of the series 
was another fast and physical 
game, but the Lakers turned
it up to another level. GVSU 
dominated the first period, 
tallying 23 shots compared 
to LU — Belleville’s eight. 
Finkhouse again initiated the 
scoring for the offense, giv­
ing the Lakers a 1-0 lead near 
the end of the first period.
“(The LU — Belleville 
defense) is good, but if you 
forecheck them they turn the 
puck over,” Finkhouse said. 
“Quick plays off of turnovers 
are where we got our goals.”
The Finkhouse line struck 
again in the third period, as 
senior Michael Bishop netted 
a goal of his own. Tony Russo 
and Finkhouse were credited 
with the assists on the play.
The line of Finkhouse, 
Russo and Bishop has been 
producing goals at a high 
rate for the Lakers in the past 
month. Russo, the workhorse, 
fights for pucks in the corners, 
while Finkhouse picks up the 
puck to find Bishop in front of 
the net -- the exact scenario of 
the lines third period goal.
GVSU’s two goals were 
enough for goaltender Spen­
cer Craig. After letting a puck 
slip by in a 4-on-4 situation in 
the second period, Craig was 
a brick wall in front of the net 
the rest of the game. The de­
fense was highly disruptive all 
weekend, stymieing the LU -- 
Belleville offense.
“Guys were selling out in 
front of me to block shots and 
kept the opportunities to the 
outside,” Craig said. “It was 
easy to play behind (the de­
fense) this weekend.”
Craig started both games 
in net over the weekend, go­
ing away from the normal 
one-two punch of Craig and 
senior goalie Jiri Aberle.
“We felt that (Craig) de­
served the opportunity to 
play Friday night,” said GVSU 
head coach Mike Forbes. “Af­
ter his performance (in game 
one), we decided to go back 
to the same lineup.”
Although the Lakers were 
unable to get the sweep to take 
over first place in the division, a 
split against a top-tier team was 
a strong showing for GVSU. 
The team battled every second
and left everything on the ice.
Forbes was pleased with 
his teams performance.
“That was the best six peri­
ods of hockey we have played 
all year,” Forbes said.
After a weekend break, 
GVSU will hit the ice again 
against Miami University 
(Ohio). The two-game se­
ries will be played in Miami, 
Ohio on Dec. 4 and 5.
M. BASKETBALL
Century mark
GV men’s hoops drops 105 points on Olivet College
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTSMANTHORNCOM
D
he Grand Val­
ley State mens 
basketball team 
took care of 
business Friday 
against non-conference foe 
Olivet College. With suf­
focating defense and bench 
contributions, the Lakers 
routed the Comets 105-57.
Junior Luke Ryskamp led 
the way for the Lakers with 
17 points and five rebounds, 
while shooting 50 percent 
from the field.
“My teammates just found 
me in the comers,” Ryskamp 
said. “We made the extra passes 
and tonight it was just me that
was the guy to shoot it on the 
extra pass. And some nights it 
will be other guys and we just 
have to knock down the shots.”
Ryskamp wasn’t the only 
one involved in the high- 
scoring affair. Four other 
Lakers scored in double fig­
ures. All four of those players 
came off the bench.
GVSU’s bench outscored 
OC’s bench 63-17. Senior 
forward Ricky Carbajal and 
freshman sharpshooter Zack 
West each added 13 points, 
while junior and sophomore 
energizers Juwan Starks and 
Sam McClendon tallied 12 
and 11 points, respectively.
“(We) historically have 
scored a lot off our bench,” said 
GVSU head coach Ric Wesley. 
“We’ve always had the mindset
that if we play them they should 
score. We played a lot of guys so 
they should score.”
In addition to his dou­
ble-figures scoring, Mc­
Clendon dove all over the 
floor and stepped in front of 
passing lanes to record two 
steals and a block.
“Coaches just told me to be 
ready before the game,” Mc­
Clendon said. “I just want to 
be energy off the bench. I just 
wanted to motivate the guys 
and just get the run started.”
The Comets came strong 
out of the gate. Early in the first 
half, Olivet held a slim edge, but 
later in the half the Lakers used 
a quick spurt to separate them­
selves on the scoreboard.
From then on, GVSU 
ruled. The Lakers outscored
SWAT TEAM: Juwan Starks (22) and Ricardo Carbajal (32) defend a shot against an Olivet shooter in 
Grand Valley State’s dominant win over the Comets at Fieldhouse Arena on Friday. GVL I SARA carte
the Comets 58-25 in the sec­
ond half. GVSU also scored 
30 points off turnovers com­
pared to Olivet’s 13 points.
GVSU shot 40 percent 
from the 3-point line, but the 
true damage was done down 
low. The Lakers outscored the 
Comets 54-10 in the paint.
Senior Chaz Rollins had 
an even stat line with eight 
points and eight rebounds. 
Fellow junior big man Trevin
Alexander collected eight 
points and four rebounds.
With the win, the Lakers be­
gin the 2015-16 campaign with 
a 3-0 record. GVSU will face 
two more non-conference foes 
before GLLAC play begins.
“This time of year you just 
want to get some wins under 
your belt,” Wesley said. “Just 
as important as winning, you 
want to play well. I think this 
game was important for us to 
not only get the win but play
well and have so many guys 
contribute for us.”
GVSU rolled out 13 dif­
ferent players in the contest 
-- 12 of whom scored. The 
Lakers shot 57 percent from 
the field and 75 percent from 
the free throw line. GVSU 
also dished out 19 assists.
The Lakers will suit 
up again Monday back at 
Fieldhouse Arena against 
Grace Bible College.
VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM A9
was able to even score up at 13-13.
FSU then dialed up the intensity 
once again to pull away, 21-16. In 
GVSU’s last attempt of showing any 
form of resilience, the Lakers an­
swered back with a 6-0 run behind 
three kills and three blocks.
The final four points, however, went 
to the Bulldogs as Majerle committed 
three attacking errors and freshman 
Staci Brower ended the set by putting 
the ball squarely into the net.
“We let (Ferris) get too many big 
leads,” Brower said. “We would have 
to fight back and we couldn’t fight 
back in time.”
Brower was a reliable option
throughout the match, notching 
seven kills and putting up four total 
blocks. Sophomore setter Katie Ol­
son also put forth a solid outing with 
25 assists, 20 digs and three kills.
Shomin collected a team-high 20 
digs as well and supplied three aces.
Even though GVSU’s defense held 
FSU to a .070 hitting percentage with 
11 kills and seven attack errors in the 
second set, the Bulldogs still managed 
to grab the commanding 2-0 lead.
The third set was no contest. FSU 
used a 12-1 run early in the frame and 
coasted to the finish line, 25-11.
The defeat not only eliminated 
GVSU from the conference tourna­
ment, but also possibly knocked them 
out of the NCAA tournament. The 
Lakers entered the weekend as the
eighth seed in the Midwest Regional 
rankings, with the top eight teams 
making the tournament.
While the Lakers are on the bub­
ble to get in, they did help their own 
cause and got some assistance earlier 
in the week.
The Lakers defeated regional 
sixth-seed Ashland on Wednesday 
night in the first round of the con­
ference tournament. Meanwhile, 
seven-seeded Saginaw Valley State 
lost to Hillsdale on the same night.
There remains a chance GVSU 
could catapult over both schools to 
make the NCAA tournament.
Scanlon is hoping the team’s con­
sistent ability to win the matches 
it needed to will be enough for the 
NCAA committee to allow the Lak­
ers to keep their season going.
“I don’t think we have had a bad 
loss,” Scanlon said. “Saginaw and 
certainly Ashland have really suf­
fered from some bad losses - losses to 
teams that aren’t ranked in the top 10 
in the region. While I have been dis­
appointed by maybe not picking up a 
few wins here and there, every single 
one of our losses have been to some­
body that’s ranked in the region.
“It’s unfortunate that it’s out of our 
hands.”
The selection show will be held on­
line at www.ncaa.com on Nov. 23 at 
7:30 p.m.
Between the two semifinal 
matches played Saturday at FSU, 
individual conference award win­
ners were announced.
Brower won GL1AC Freshman of 
the Year and was named to the All- 
GLIAC First Team. She is only the 
second laker ever to be named to the 
A11-GL1AC First Team as a freshman 
- senior Betsy Ronda being the other.
“I was really shocked actually 
when I got (the awards),” Brower 
said. “I didn’t think I was going to 
get an award, and then getting both 
of those really shows that people 
have noticed my hard work. I’m re­
ally thankful to have such a great 
team that always believed in me.”
Ronda earned All-GLLAC Second 
Team honors. Shomin was chosen as 
an All-GLIAC Honorable Mention. 
Majerle was named to the All-GLIAC 
Tournament Team following FSUs 
tournament win over Findlay.
LAKER EXCHANGE
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College Night
Aerials Gym
Every Saturday Night
'$10Per Person 10pm to 12 am
Announcements
LE.
Bus tickets to Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and Duluth, a 
fleet of luxury motorcoaches 
makes Indian Trails the 
1 perfect choice for all kinds of 
trips—from daily commutes 
j to weekend getaways
ANSWERS
PUZZLES
Announcements
Call for papers:
Academy Conference at 
SVSU on 3/14/16. Sciences, 
social sciences, humanities 
represented. Submit 
abstracts to 
xcdsystem.com/masal by 
12/3/15
Announcements
Horseshoe Smokehouse 
offers true southern 
barbecue in the heart of 
Grand Rapids. GVSU 
students receive a $10 
special Monday - Thursday, 
so stop on by!
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Announcements
What do trampolines and 
aerobics have in common? 
Aerials Gym of course! Fun 
times to be had during their 
college night every 
Saturday, 10pm to 12am, 
only $10/person Visit 
www.aerialsgymgr com for 
more information!
Employment
The Lanthorn is accepting 
resumes and letters of 
intent for a Distribution 
Manager position Job 
duties include managing a 
distribution team and 
maintaining accurate 
tracking materials. Check 
Lakerjobs for a full job 
description, or send letters 
and resumes to 
assistantbusiness@lanthorn 
com.
r ^
Employment
L J
JOB OFFER AVAILABLE. 
Experience
Full-time/part-time drivers 
needed immediately.
$670 per week 
Interested person should 
contact: 
fallingstarsl 931 @gmail.com
Housing
I am looking for a 
sub-leaser for the summer 
months at Copper Beech 
apartments. The apartment 
is a four bedroom and it’s 
furnished Also, it has 4 5 
bathrooms. You get your 
own bathroom in your room 
Rent is $452 a month and 
utilities are in your hands 
Contact me (Frankie) by 
phone or text at 
(586)817-3288
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